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PSel Branch Tartan 



Tartan - the very word evokes images of heroism and 
romance, of chivalry and honor. 

Based on allegiances and not just kinship, one does not need 
to be related to a clan by birth in order to use the tartan. 
Of course, if one has a connection to a surname that has 
a tartan, it is exciting to be able to own a visual tribute to 
one's personal heritage and ancestry. 

Likewise, choosing a tartan for a branch of military service 
is a great way to show one's esprit de corps.  

PSel Branch Tartan – Why? 



Dr. Brock Chisholm  
As an 18-year-old at the start of the 
First World War, Brock Chisholm 
joined the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force, serving in the 15th Battalion 
(48th Highlanders), CEF as a cook, 
sniper, machine gunner and scout. 
His leadership and heroism were 
twice rewarded: with a Military 
Cross for his efforts in a battle 
outside of Lens, France; and the 
Bar. He rose to the rank of captain, 
was injured once and returned home 
in 1917. 



Dr. Brock Chisholm (con’t)  
At the outbreak of the Second 
World War, Dr. Chisholm joined 
the war effort as a psychiatrist 
dealing with psychological 
aspects of soldier training. A 
personnel selection service was 
established in the Canadian Army 
with the formation of the 
Directorate of Personnel Selection 
on 18 September 1941 and the 
appointment of Dr. Brock 
Chisholm (Colonel) as the first 
Director. 



1) Chisholm Tartan 
Hunting Modern 
Link to Chisholm’s days as a 
sniper during the Great War.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2) Maple Leaf Tartan 
The Maple Leaf Tartan was 
designed in 1964 in 
anticipation of the centenary of 
the granting of Dominion 
status to Canada.  
 
The Maple Leaf Tartan was 
approved as an official symbol 
of Canada March 2011.  



2) Maple Leaf Tartan (con’t) 
"The Maple Leaf is indigenous to the Dominion of Canada and is 

the recognized symbol of Canada throughout the world. The 
tartan captures the natural phenomena of the changes in colour 

throughout the year of the maple leaf. The green is the early 
colour of the foliage. The gold appears at the turn of autumn. The 
red shows up with the coming of the frost. The brown alludes to 

the leaf at the end of its life cycle." 



3) PSel Tartan (Original Design) 
Blue & Sanguine are the 
Branch colours 

Three gold lines represent 
the three arrows on the 
Crest 
 

Dark Blue for the Navy 

Red for the Army 

Light Blue for the Air force 

 

 



Cost to the PSAO 
would be minimal as 
these are established 
Tartans and can be 

purchased off the shelf. 
The Chisholm Tartan's 

will require 
authorization from the 

Chisholm Family 

 

PSel Branch Tartan – Options  

1) Chisholm Hunting 
 
 
 
 
2) Maple Leaf 



PSel Branch Tartan – Options (con’t)  
3) PSel Branch (original design) 
 

 Exact cost not known at this time (estimated $2k);  
 This project would require that the tartan be officially 

recognized (take up to 2 years);  
 A supplier would need to be found;  
 The fabric would need to be woven;  
 The initial cost would be high. 

    
  



PSel Branch Tartan – Recommendation  
Executive Preference is the  
Maple Leaf Tartan 
 

 Can be easily adopted;  
 Can be rapidly adopted; and 
 Low cost involved 

    
  



PSel Branch Tartan – Next Steps  
 

 Decision from the Branch Council/Branch Advisor;  
 Proposition at the next AGM; 
 Process of recognition (PSel Original Design only); 
 Authorization from the Family (Chisholm Hunting only); 
 Authorization from DHH; and 
 Find a supplier. 
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